
Jonathan Watterson,
FORF’s summer intern
was busy designing a fit-
ness park for the former
town site of Splashdam
during his term in Haysi.

The plans were com-
pleted August 2011 and
include a fitness walking
track with dispersed work
out equipment, a moun-
tain biking trail, a scenic
river trail, boat launches
and picnic areas.

Jonathan presented his
plans to the town council
in August where he re-
ceived warm responses for
his design. Local business
woman Kay Owens said,
“the design looked beauti-
ful and I would use the
fitness trails at Splashdam
Park.”

Funding is still needed to
develop these plans But
both town and FORF
members are on the look
out.

Plans Created For a Fitness Park at Splashdam
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Did you know?
 The primary contaminants in

our watershed come from sedi-
mentation, straight pipe pollu-
tion, acid mine drainage and
illegal dumping.

 The Eastern Hellbender, a
large aquatic salamander,
breathes entirely through its
skin.

 The Indiana Bat, a local to
our watershed, is highly endan-
gered and with the current
epidemic of White Nose Syn-
drome in surrounding areas,
need your protection!

Friends of  the Russell Fork

Jonathan presenting his design at August’s Haysi Town Hall Meeting

Jonathan capturing Splashdam



Storm Drain Stenciling

River Clean Ups
Friends of the Russell Fork’s fiscal sponsor, the Big Sandy River
Basin Coalition held its annual Russell Fork River Sweep this past
July. Teams from Dickenson and Buchanan Counties departments
of litter control and volunteers of the BSRBC cleaned out multiple
truck loads of garbage from the river. One load in particular was
filled with over forty car tires.

September brought an Autumn cleaning to the Russell Fork from
Bartlick to the Garden Hole.
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town limits of Haysi.

Storm drain dumping, while
illegal is still a fairly common
practice. The new spray
painted message will help re-
mind citizens how even the
most mundane actions can
negatively affect the environ-
ment. The morale is to be as
mindful of the potential con-
sequences as possible.

While most of the pollution
that plagues the Russell Fork
River is from industrial and
urban development, eliminat-
ing poor environmental prob-
lems at home will make a dif-
ference and help conservation-
ists target problems that need
all of our attention.

FORF continues to work relentlessly in local schools to spread
the word about clean water and good environmental practices.

Over the summer, FORF partnered with the McClure River Res-
toration Project to make environmental education fun with kids
at the Dickenson county fair stopping by to make crafts.

Also this summer, FORF VISTA Bernetta Marchand was busy
strengthening her teaching skills by attending environmental edu-
cation workshops. Bernetta travelled to West Virginia to attend
the Mountain Institute’s Water Quality Monitoring for Educators
Workshop. To Norton for the Trees to Products workshop and
Natural Tunnel State Park to acquire Project Learning Tree certi-
fication.

This September and October FORF presented water quality
monitoring to over 180 students at Sandlick Elementary and
Haysi High School. Sandlick Environmental Day went swim-
mingly this November with all the 4th grade class learning about
wildlife such as bats, invasive species, water pollution, litter and
mushrooms!

This August, Friends of the
Russell Fork completed its
Storm Drain Stenciling Project.
The project originally started as
a partnership between Dicken-
son, Washington and Wise
counties as a day of stenciling
and education last spring.
However, the rain this past
spring made the project almost
impossible but FORF was able
to complete the project this
summer!

Volunteer Kay Owens and
AmeriCorps Vista Bernetta
Marchand spraypainted the
message “Dump No Waste,
Drains to Stream” on several
storm drains or potiential
dumping spots around the

Environmental Education Update
Bobbi Rasnick demonstrates water pollution with the Enviroscape

The crew and trash at Bartlick, September 2011

Volunteer Kay Owens stencils the positive message


